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ciples and Practices of the Non jurors, &c. 
viz. [That every Civil Government hath a 


' fence and Preſervation : 
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OW the Buſineſs of Advertiſing 
is ended to your Satisfaction, 
you wou'd do well to recon- 
| cile a Poſition in your Book, entituled 
4 Preſervative, SC. with the viſible Drifc 
and Deſign of your late Sermon! prea- 
ched — the King. | 
 _ The Poſition is, That every Civil Go- 
vernment hath a Right to every thing ne- 
eſſary for its own Defence and Freſerua- 8 
#200. KEE 
The Deſign of that Sermon is to _— 
ſhew, that the Civil Incapacities which  _. || 
are put upon ſome of our Proteſtant 1 
Difſenters, are unjuſt, and contrary to. 
the Nature of the Chriſtian Religion. 
I don't find indeed, the Word Diſ- 
enter 10 much as once uſed throughout” 
the Diſcourſe. On the contrary, you 
have * d your ſelf ſo 9 


and 


243 


and 0 that the Reader is left 


* 


to make the Application of your Do- 


Eine to whomſoever he Sd 


in whoſe Favour wou'd your Lor | ſhip 


have him to make it? Againſt whom 


do you think, even Negative Diſcourage- 
ments too 553 and more than can be 


juſtify'd? Not againſt the Papiſts or 


Nonjurors ſurely: 


to underſtand you. It muſt be then a- 


gainſt ſuch Proteſtants as diſſent from 


our Eſtabliſh'd Church, but acknow- 


ledge the Legality of our preſent Civil 


Settlement. For upon Men of theſe 


three Denominations only the Incapa- 


pacities are put; beſides ems and Infi- 
dels; and I can't ſuppoſe your Lords 


up meant any thing in favour of them. 


I love not to uſe many Arguments 


where one is concluſive; nor to labour 


the Proof of a Point which is too clear 
to be deny d. For which Reaſons I 0» 


mit 


The Zeal your 
Lordſhip hath all along expreſsd for 
the — Cauſe, forbids every one 
that is not a perfect Stranger to you, ſo 


. 


3 
3 


ay 
mit ſeveral other things which might be 
ſaid to confirm the Deſign of your Ser- 
mon co be as I take it. 
Andi if your Lordſhip had not told us; 


that you bad not the leaſt View in it of 
pleaſmg or di pleafing any Man living, the 


very time when it was preach'd, would 
have contributed not à little to this 
purpoſe: A Project then being on foot, 
with (ome leading Men at the Head of 
it, of ſtrengthening the Government, 
by putting the aforeſaid Diſſenters into 
a Capacity to ſerve it. | 

But we want not this Gr N 


The Deſign is evident enough without 


it, from the Argument above: 80 evi- 
dent, that all the World ſees it, and the 
Diſſenters themſelves are exceedingly 
thankful to your Lordship for it,wiſhing 
you better Succels another time. 


The Deſign of your Sermon chen be. 


ing ſuch, your Lordſhip, I ſay, wou'd 
do well, to reconcile it with the afore. 
faid Policion, which you make one of 
the Pillars of your Preſervative, vin. 


That 
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That even ' Civil: anda bath: & 
Right to every thing neceſſary for its own 


4 * and Preſervation. | 66.5 OE 
” For my own . part 1 lard t 
5 till TI am weary , but all in van. 


One while I thought it might help your 
\ Lordſhip, to lay, that in your Prefers. 
vative you were ſpeaking altogether of 
Civil Government, without any reſpect 
to ſuch as is Eccleſiaſtical : And there» 
fore tho? your Lordſhip might ſay, that 
the Civil Government hath a Right io every 
thing neceſſary for its own Defence and Pre. 
ſervation, it doth not follow, that you 
muſt be of the ſame Opinion with re- 
ſpect to that which is Eccleſiaſtical. But 
1 was moxe at a loſs than ever, when 
conſiderd, that your Lordſhip knows, 
that theIncapacities which you think our 
Diſſenters are unjuſtly put under, come 
altogether from the Civil Government, 
and that the Church, conſider d as a diſtinct | 
Polity, claims no Authority of making 
| Laws to incapacitate any Perſons for 
Gm Offices, or, to deprive them of 
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their Common Ricke, as your Expreſſion . 
is, (Anſ. to Dr. Snape, p 465.) for any mere 
Difference of Opinions it Religion , 4 ct 


otherwiſe. | 
Another while I tried to rechte 


you, by confidering, that, tho' you had 


{aid in your Preſervative, that every 
Civil Government hath 4 Right to every 


thing neceſſary for its own Defence and 


Preſervation 3 yet it might not thence 


verycivil Government's having. 4 Right to e- 
very thing neceſſary for its omn Difonts and 


| Preſervation, muſt be meant (as I con- 


ceive) that it hath a Right to every thing 
neceſſary for the Defence and Preſervation 
of the Conſtitution which it governs : 


for what is any Civil Government, but 


an Adminiſt ration of Juſtice according 
to the Conſtitution which is committed 
to its Care ? If therefore our Eccleſia- 


ftical Eftabliſhment- is a Part of that 
| == = : Cork 


=—_ 


follow, that it had a Right to do 4 
thing for the Defence and Preſervation of 
an Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment. But 
here again I was at a ſtand ; ſince by e- 


(1009 

Conſtitution which is committed to the 
Care of our Civil Government, how 
Lan it Gave @ Right to every thing neceſ- 
ſary 10 its own Defence and Preſervation ; 
ard yet have no Right to any thing neceſ- 
Jam for the Defence and Preſervation. of 
our Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment? 

1. hope, your Lordſhip won't fay, 
har this is no part of our Conſtituti- 
on: For the Complaints of them that 
are incapacitated by it, plainly thew 
that it is; and not only ſo, but that it 
is a part of our Civil Conſtitution ; for 
otherwiſe it were in vain for then to 
apply to the Cwil Powers for Redreſs. 
1 hope alſo, your Lordſhip won't think, 
that the Civil Government by thus in- 
corporat ing our Eccleſiaſtical Eftabliſh- 
ment. into its own Conſtitution, loſes 
any Right which it might otherwiſe 
have; or that it is leſs worth preſer- 
ving, for taking care of Eccleſiaſtical 
Matters, than if it wholly neglected 
them; or which is all one, gave us no 
Laws or Regulations concerning them. 

5 . Ent 


* 
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Cen, 
But your Lordſhip, perhaps, will 
1 that it is not neceſſary to the Pre- 


8 ſervation of our Ecclefiaſtical Eſtabliſh- 


ment, that the Diſſenters from it ſhou'd 
be held under their preſent Incapaci- 


tjes: But not to inſiſt upon their being 


Enemies to it upon Principle; and that 
if that friendly Office were done them 
Which your Lordſhip ſo plainly intend- 
ed, it might one time or other be in 
their Power to give us a very unfriend- 
ly Requital, by overturning that Eſta» 
bliſhment; which had been ſo i Fa he 
dently left to their Mercy. I ſay, n 
to inſiſt upon theſe: things, I only = 
| who is ſo proper a Judge of this matter, 
as the Civil Government it ſelf ? 80 
long therefore as the Civil Government 
thinks it neceſlary for the Defence and 
Preſervation of this Eſtabliſhment, to 
continue the diſqualifying Laws, it muſt 
have a Right to continue them 3 bo- 
cauſe, as was proved before, it is a 
Part of our Civil Conſtitution; and 
Jour Lordship has ſaid, that Every Civil 
D © Govern. 5 
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1 bath a Right 10 every thing 
 weceſſary for its. own Defence and Freſer- 
vation, 1. e. for the Defence and Pre- 


ſervation of its own Conſtitution. 
Should your Lordſhip here obj ject, 

chat our Eccleſiaſtical Bftabliſhment 18 

a part of our Civil Conſtitution, only 


ſo long as the Government pleaſes 3 


and that one Act of 05/09" may 


make it ceaſe to beſo; I grant it; 
but then, 5 Y ſay the "ih of every 


other Part. of our Conſtitution, even of 


the Succeſſion it ſelf: $0 that for the 


fame reaſon by which our Civil Govern- 


ment hath a Right to every thing neceſs 
ſary for the Defence and Preſ, ervation, e- 


ven of its own Succeſſion, it muſt, 


according to your Lordſhip, have a 
Right to continue the diſqualifying 
Laws for the Defence and Preſervation of 


our Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment 5 ex- 


> I 


cept your Lordship will in plain terms, 
ay, that every Eccleſiaſtical Eſtablish- 
ment is an Unnghteous Unchriſtian | 
Thing i in its ſelf; or that ours, in par- 


ticular, 


6132 
dall, is ſo, which for ſeveral Rea» 
I preſume, your {nor nei- 
; cher will nor can ſay. 
1 am loth to think, you ſee, thai 
your Lordehip meant by theſe general 
Words, every thing neceſſary to its own 

Defence and Preſeruation, to take in wick- 
ed and immoral Things; but only ſuch 
as are lawful and juſt ; or that you 
could ſuppole, any thing that is wicked 
and immoral in it ſelf, cou'd change 
its Nature, and Wes, the Contrary, 
for happening to be neceſſary to the 
Defence or Preſervation of any partie 
cular Civil Government. 

The Third Attempt which I. 
made towards reconciling your Lord. 
ſhip, in my own Thoughts, was, that 
you might poſſibly ſuppoſe, the Dif 
{enters to be excluded from what you 
are pleaſed to term their common Rights , 
purely upon the account of their par- 
ticular Opinions in Religion, conſider'd 
as ſuch. And this indeed you do ſeem 
to ſuppoſe throughout your Sermon ; 


which 


(14) 


which Suppoſal, if there were not a Mi- 


ſtake in it, wou'd, perhaps make your 
Lordſhip conſiſtent with your ſelf. But 
the Miſtake here is ſo very evident, that 


I wonder, your. Lordſhip,” of all Men 


_ Fving,ſhould not ſee it; eſpecially ſince 


you . ſo well diſcern it in One, 
who, you thought, might unagine the 
fame thing of the Papiſts, as your 
Lordship does of the Proteſtant Dillen« 


ters. 
'You have i us, that the Exclufi n n 


of Papiſts from the Throne, and conſe- 
quently we may ſay, from all other 
inferiour Offices in the State, was not 
upon the account of their Religion, but upon 


the Experience we have bad, that they cou'd 
got be truſted with the Rights and Liberties 
of the Nation, (p.3 5. Anſw. to Dr. Snape) 
And alittle bat in the ſame Page, The 


Ground of theirExclufion, you lay, was not 


their Religion, conſider d as ſuch ; but the 
Fatal, Natural, certain Effect of it upon 
themſelves, ro our Deſtruftion. Now it 


1s is ſomething ſtrange to me, that a Per- 
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ſon who Fear hit upon fo uſeful, and 
withal ſo proper a Diſtinction in this 
cafe, could remain under ſuch a Mis 
ſtake as your Lordſhip ſeems to do, in 

regard to the Reaſon for which our Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters are excluded fromOf- 
hices of Truſt and Profit i in the state. | 


The Diſtinction bn eneritidght? 
ſhews, that your Lordſhip knows very 
well, that the Civil Powers don't take 
upon them to cenſure Opinions in Re- 
ligion, conſider'd as ſuch, (that belongs 
to another Judicature) bur: only as they 
diſturb the Peace and good Order of 
the State : And for this reaſon, I think 
it equally plain, in the caſe of the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, as it is in that of the 
Papiſts, that they alſo are excluded by 
the Civil Power, from State- Offices, not 
upon the account of their Religion, con- 
ſider'd as ſuch; but by reaſon of that 
Diflike, and Enmity which their Re- 
gion neceſſarily produces in them to- 
wards one part of our Conſtitution. - 
N eee == 


— 


res 


You 420% this, I don t, unis FI 
9 Compariſon, placing them in an 
_ equal Degree of Diſaffection to the 
— with the Papiſts: For as 
Matters now ſtand, they are only diſ- 
affected in part. But yet I muſt think, 
that if it be lawful and juſt, for any 
Civil Government to exclude ſome Per- 
fons, becauſe they are Enemies to tlie 
whole Conſtitution, it is alſo lawful 
and juſt for the ſame Government to 
_ exclude others, becauſe they are Ene- 
mies to {ome part of it. And I _ | 
| ſee why that, which your Lordſhip, 

hope, will allow juſtly to Aigle a 'L 
Perſon for the Supreme Office in the 
Government ; I mean, his diflenting 
from the Eftabliſk'd Church, either 
as a Papiſt or Preſbyterian , ſhou'd 
not alſo diſqualifie another for holding 
any inferiour Office, upon which the 
Welfare of the Conſtitucion hath any 
dependence; ſince it is eſſential to all 


Government, that its Officers 2 


$57, | 
act in due ſubordination to one another, 
and all -agreeably to the Conſtitution 
they underrake to defend: Neither of 
which can be expected from ſuch infe- 
riour Officers as do in Coniinell dil 
ſent from it. ä 
l have here my Thanks to give your 
Lordship for being ſo uſeful to me in 
diſcovering a Miſtake which runs thro 
out your whole Sermon; and which, 
I believe, was the main Reaſon why you 
ſharpen d your Pen ſo much againſt the 
Authority of the Church of England ſeem- 
ingly,when indeed it ought to have been 
plainly againſt the Civil Government, af 
there had been any Fault committed by 
either; ſince it is the Civil Government 
alone that excludes the Perſons you 
would befriend, and for a Civil Reaſon 
too, not a Religious one, as your Lords 
ſhip ſuppoſes. So that your Zeal in 
condemning an Authority ſome where 
or other among us, for putting People 
under Civil Incapacities upon the Ac- 


: count of Religion, conſider'd as ſuch, is 
"0. all 


AAS 

all owt K in vain; there being nothing 
of this nature dente in this Nation, of . 
ther by : a Civil, or Ecclefiaftical _— 
rity. Be the matter as it will, 
leſiaſtical Authority is not at all concer- 
ned in it; and the Civil interpoſes it 
ſelf, not upon a Religious, but a Ciril | 
Account. | 
pon the whole then, it appears to 
me, that there are no Perſons, Papiſts 
or others, excluded by our Government 
from Civil Offices, purely for the ſake 
of their Religious Opinions; but, as 
your Lordship well obſerves, for the lake 
of the Effects which thoſe Opinions muſt 
have upon the State. But then it alſo 
appears from your Lordſhip's own Prin. 
ciples, that the Government hath a 
Right thus to exclude Perſons; becauſe 
it hath a Right to every thing neceſſary to 
its own Defence and Preſervation, Till 
your Lordſhip therefore can make the 
contrary appear, v4. that the Diſſenters 
among us ſtand excluded by the Civil 
Government tor the ſake of their Re- 
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C199 
ligzous Opinions, coriſiderꝰd purely in a 
Religious Senſe, your Sermon can be of 


no Service to them, how kindly ſoever 


you might intend it. And if you ſhould 


think fit to declare, that this is not your 


Senſe of that matter, then 1 don't ſee 


which way your Lordship wall be able 
to make your Sermon and Preſervative 
agree; fince the one tells us, that every 
Civil Government bath a Right to every 


thing neceſſary to its own Defence and Pre. 


ſervation 3 ; and the other muſt be ſuppo- 
ſed to fay, that it hath not a Right to 


exclude Diſſenters, tho? upon the Ac- 


count of ſuch Opinions in Religion as 
are inconſiſtent with the preſent Con- 


ſtitution. 
The Fourth and laſt Expedient I can 


think of for your Lordſbip's purpoſe, is 
co ſay, that by the Words every thing, in 


your Poſition, you mean only every juſt 


and righteous thing: Whereas in your 


Sermon you ſpeak of Civil ganctions, 
when apply'd to Matters of Religion, as 
Unrighteous, nay, downright Antichri- 

CY ſtian 


ſtian things. And' therefore it may be 


true in ſuch a Senſe, that every Croil © 


Government hath a Right to every thing 
neceſſary for its own Defence and Preſer. 
vat ion, and yet no Right to appoint Civil 
Sanctions 1 in Matters of Religion. 

But if this be your Lordship's Mean. 


ing. how will you be able to prove that 
the Civil Sanctions by which the Diſſen- 
ters are excluded from Offices in the 
Government, affect Religion more than 


thoſe by Which the Nonjurors are ſo ? 
And yet this you muſt prove, becauſe 
it was in order to vindicate the Govern. 
ment in appointing theſe latter Sanctions, 
that you laid down the foreſaid Poſition. 


For my part, T can 't {ee why the Go- 


vernment ſhould not have « Right to 


appoint the one as well as the other; 


becauſe if a Civil Sanction becomes an 
unrighteous thing, only by being apply'd 
to Matters of Religion, they are equally 


Faulty : Since it is as much a Matter of 


Religion, whether a Man can ſafely take 
Lach or ſuch an Oath, as whether he 
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can ſafely t with duch or much 8 4 
Religious Eſtabliſbment. But if theſe 
Sanctions are in neither caſe apply'd to 
Matters of Religion, conſider d as ſuch, 
but only as they concern the Security of 
the Government (which is the Truth 
of the Fact, as you have ſeen already) 
then they are equally innocent, and no 
Reflection lies againft the Government 
for the Uſe of them in either Caſe. 

I have nothing more at preſent to 
er your Lordship with,touching the 
Inconſiſtency which there appears to me 
in your Lordship's Writings: But J hope, 
you will be convinc'd by what you 
have now read, that it will behove your 
Lordship to explain your ſelf a little 
further than you have done in your 
Anſwer to Dr. Snape; that this ſeeming 
Contrariety in your Opinions may be 
taken away; or elſe that the World 
may know, which of them your Lord- 
chip chooſes to abide _ 


If 


(22) 


If it he to be that ch you en- 
deavour to maintain in your Sermon, 
| ſpeak out in God's Name, and let not the 
Terrors of this World diſcourage you: 
For how can you anſwer it to the Su- 
preme Biſhop of Souls, if, being per- 
ſuaded that there is ſuch an Antichri- 
ſtian Practice eftabliſh'd among us, as 
you are thought to underſtand the Diſ- 
qualifying Laws to be, you do not 
openly, and without all Diſguiſe, bear your 
Teſtimony againſt it? But if this be 
not your Opinion, then you would 
likewiſe do well, to let us honeſtly and 
ſincerely know zhgt ; becauſe it might 
be a Means to allay the Doubts and 
Fears which muſt neceſſarily have been 
occaſion d in the Minds of ſome Perſons 
by your late Sermon; as tho' the whole 
' Legiſlative Body of the Nation were 
ed. in the horrible Guilt of de- 
throning their Sovereign Chriſt Feſus, and 
turning him out of bis Spiritual Kingdom. 


And 


(3) 
And now, my Lord, I have only this 
further to ſay, that if your Lordſhip 2 
can clear up theſe Matters, which as yer 
are fo obſcure and difficult to me, as 
well as many others, I ſhall be glad, for 
my own part, to fee it: For The End 
of all Controverſie ought to be, an 
Enquiry after Truth: And every honeſt 
Man will be pleas'd when he has found 
it, let it come from whom it will; 
and although it may diſcover to hint 
that till then he has been in an Error. 
PFeor which reaſon, give me leave, my 
Lord, to ask you this Quettion ; How 0 
do you mean, by calling thoſe Offices, 5 
from which Diſſenters ſtand excluded by 
' Law, their Common Rights * To me 
they would ſeem to be altogether Mate 
ters of Grace and Favour. 
I am not conſcious, that in the Ma: 
nagement of this Diſpute, I have treſpaſt 
upon the good Manners that are due 
from me to your Lordſhip's high Station 
and Character. But if you think I 
have, I humbly beg your Pardon, and 


(24 8 

ds you will impute it 3 0 
bags Zeal for the Good of + that Bilabe.. ; 
lhment, which I think your Lordſhip 
bas ſtruck at. And if your Lordſhip | 
3 may be allow 'd (as ſurely you muſt to 4 
ay 25 your Reputation With Warmth, 
? that you, will not, ſuffer it to be torn in 
Pieces by any Man living ; you will hardly 
be diſp leas'd at my. Warmth, ( if I have 
Aſcorerd any) when 1 am under an 
Apprehenſion, that what your Lordſhig 
bas publiſh'd, might (if put in Practice) 
have the alorelad Effect upon the Con- 
1 ese 12 our moſt Excellent bee 'F 
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| Jour Conſiderations humbly offerd upon the 
preſent Attempt of the Diſſenters, to obtain 

85 A Repe al of the Act againſt Occaſitnal Conformity. 3 
Addeefs'd to a Member of Parliament. Sold sf 3 

Join n near Stationers- * Price 7 


